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By Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, Ms. 

MIKULSKI, Mrs. BOXER, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mrs. CARNAHAN, Mrs. CLINTON, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. 
LANDRIEU, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. SNOWE , and Ms. STABENOW): 

S. 1573. A bill to authorize the provision of 
educational and health care assistance to the 
women and children of Afghanistan; read the 
first time. 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER: 
S. 1574. A bill to ensure that hospitals that 

participate in the medicare program under 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act are 
able to appropriately recognize and respond 
to epidemics resulting from natural causes 
and bioterrorism; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself, Mr. 
HAGEL, and Mr. BOND): 

S. 1575. A bill to provide new discretionary 
spending limits for fiscal year 2002, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Budget and the Committee on Governmental 
Affairs, jointly, pursuant to the order of Au-
gust 4, 1977, with instructions that if one 
Committee reports, the other Committee 
have thirty days to report or be discharged. 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER: 
S. 1576. A bill to amend section 1710 of title 

38, United States Code, to extend the eligi-
bility for health care of veterans who served 
in Southwest Asia during the Persian Gulf 
War; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mrs. HUTCHISON: 
S. 1577. A bill to amend the Lower Rio 

Grande Valley Water Resources Conserva-
tion and Improvement Act of 2000 to author-
ize additional projects under that Act, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr. 
SPECTER, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. INOUYE, 
and Mr. REID): 

S. 1578. A bill to preserve the continued vi-
ability of the United States travel industry; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. ENZI: 
S. 1579. A bill to expand the applicability of 

daylight saving time; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. THURMOND: 
S. 1580. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 

Transportation to issue a certificate of docu-
mentation with appropriate endorsement for 
employment in the coastwise trade for the 
vessel M/V Adios; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. MURKOWSKI: 
S. 1581. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow a business deduc-
tion for the purchase and installation of 
qualifying security enhancement property; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. NELSON of Florida: 
S. 1582. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to delay for 1 year the 
mandatory beginning date for distributions 
from individual retirement plans, and to ac-
celerate the effective date for modifications 
of the AGI limit for conversions of Roth 
IRAs; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. NELSON of Florida: 
S. 1583. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide a refundable tax 
credit for recreational travel costs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. CRAIG (for himself, Mr. BAU-
CUS, and Mr. COCHRAN): 

S. 1584. A bill to provide for review in the 
Court of International Trade of certain de-
terminations of binational panels under the 
North American Free Trade Agreement; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 1502 

At the request of Mr. JEFFORDS, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. BREAUX) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1502, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a refund-
able tax credit for health insurance 
costs for COBRA continuation cov-
erage, and for other purposes. 

S. 1546 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1546, a bill to provide additional 
funding to combat bioterrorism. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, 
Ms. MIKULSKI, Mrs. BOXER, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mrs. CARNAHAN, 
Mrs. CLINTON, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. LANDRIEU, 
Mrs. LINCOLN, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Ms. SNOWE, and Ms. STABENOW): 

S. 1573. A bill to authorize the provi-
sion of educational and health care as-
sistance to the women and children of 
Afghanistan; read the first time. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, no 
one in America can have read a news-
paper or seen a television report about 
the plight of women in Afghanistan, 
and children, without being horrified. 
All 13 women of the Senate, led by my-
self and Senator MIKULSKI, are intro-
ducing a bill today that would author-
ize the President to give education, 
health care benefits, and other help to 
the women and children of Afghani-
stan, and to those in refugee camps, at 
the first opportunity we possibly can. 

Women are not able to be educated 
under the Taliban. Women are not able 
to get health care under the Taliban. 
They are not able to work. 

I am going to talk about some of the 
things that have happened. But my col-
league from Maryland and my col-
league from the State of Washington 
have other commitments, and I want 
to yield to my colleague from Mary-
land who is a cosponsor of this bill. 
Every woman in the Senate is spon-
soring this bill: Senator BOXER, Sen-
ator COLLINS, Senator LANDRIEU, Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN, Senator STABENOW, 
Senator CLINTON, Senator CANTWELL, 
Senator SNOWE, Senator MURRAY, Sen-
ator LINCOLN, Senator CARNAHAN, and 
of course my key cosponsor, Senator 
MIKULSKI from Maryland. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor to the 
Senator from Maryland. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Maryland is recognized. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President I rise 
to be a proud original cosponsor with 
Senator KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON in in-
troducing the Afghan Women and Chil-
dren Relief Act. This act will provide 
education and assistance and health 
care to the women and children of Af-
ghanistan. 

I have stood with the Senator from 
Texas on other issues related to the 

employment of women. We worked on 
economic security, pension security, 
health care opportunity, and edu-
cational opportunity for women and 
children as we worked on other issues 
related to the economic issues of our 
own States. Today I join with her, 
speaking on behalf of all of the women 
of the Senate—and I know all of the 
men of the Senate who will join with 
us—to see this crisis in Afghanistan is 
an opportunity to lift up the women 
and children from what has happened 
under the Taliban regime. 

The Taliban regime represents re-
pression of all people and particularly 
is most brutal to women and children. 
Taliban restrictions on women’s par-
ticipation in society make it nearly 
impossible for women to exercise their 
basic human rights. Restrictions on Af-
ghan freedom of expression, associa-
tion, and movement deny women full 
participation in their society. They 
don’t even have access to the basic 
ability to work, go to school, and have 
health care. 

The facts speak for themselves. Af-
ghanistan has one of the highest infant 
mortality rates in the world. Only 5 
percent of the rural people have access 
to safe drinking water. It is estimated 
hat 42 percent of all deaths in Afghani-
stan, up until this terrible situation 
was because of contaminated food and 
water. Over one-third of the Afghan 
children under 5 suffer from malnutri-
tion. 

I could go on with the data from the 
World Health Organization and others. 
This is not about statistics, this is 
about the people of Afghanistan, par-
ticularly the women. Because their 
human rights have been denied, we 
need to work with our own Government 
and the NGOs to make sure, as we work 
to create a new world order in Afghani-
stan, that women and children will 
have access to education and health 
care. 

Often people have said the women 
face these repressions under the guise 
of traditional customs. Let me say 
this: I don’t believe that. In an article 
in the New York Times by scholars 
Jane Goodwin and Jessica Neuwirth 
entitled ‘‘The Rifle and the Veil,’’ they 
point out that the very visible repres-
sion against women is not about reli-
gion, ‘‘it is a political tool for achiev-
ing and consolidating power.’’ 

I ask unanimous consent that that 
op-ed be printed in the RECORD at the 
end of my statement. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

(See Exhibit 1) 
Mr. MIKULSKI. They point out that 

under the guise of religion, using a dis-
torted view of the Koran, women are 
forced into subjugation. Women in Af-
ghanistan can’t work in their own pro-
fessions. Women and girls can’t go to 
school. Women who are capable of 
teaching in school are forbidden to do 
so. Widows, who are deprived of their 
ability to earn a living, have been beat-
en when they have resorted to begging 
to feed themselves and their children. 
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